
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

RS23542
There are parents of public school children who have valid concerns regarding their student's
ability to perform to the level of completion on lengthy, high-stakes tests such as the ISAT.
Successful completion of the ISAT is currently a high school graduation requirement. These
parents express unease about the negative impact such standard assessments have on their child's
emotional well-being and self-esteem. These parents also feel such assessments are a poor measure
of their student's competency and achievement. Since these tests do not affect the student's GPA
or college acceptance decisions, parents have expressed interest for their students to be allowed
an alternative path to assessment. A parent may have concern for any number of reasons. This
legislation gives concerned parents the right to an alternative assessment measure for meeting the
ISAT graduation requirement. These alternate paths are already in place in school districts.

FISCAL NOTE
There will be no fiscal impact to the general from this legislation

Contact:
Senator Steven P. Thayn
(208) 332-1344
Representative Steven C. Harris
(208) 332-1043
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